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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE2880 February 24, 1999 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, February 24, 1999 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Chaplain, Reverend James David 

Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er: 

We remember this day those in our 
community who have special concern 
and who look to You, O gracious God, 
for comfort and blessing. Where there 
is need for healing, we pray that Your 
grace is sufficient for our needs; where 
there is need for assurance, we pray for 
Your presence; where there is need for 
hope, we pray for Your miracles. In all 
things, O loving God, we open our lives 
to Your grace and the sure and con-
fident faith that Your spirit will lead 
us and show us the path ahead. This is 
our earnest prayer. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Mr. 
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed 
without amendment a bill of the House 
of the following title: 

H.R. 433. An act to restore the manage-
ment and personnel authority of the Mayor 
of the District of Columbia. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 105–277, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic 
Leader of the Senate and the Minority 
Leader of the House, announces the ap-
pointment of the following individuals 
to serve as members of the Inter-
national Financial Institution Advi-
sory Commission— 

Richard L. Huber, of Connecticut; 
Jerome L. Levinson, of Maryland; 
Jeffrey D. Sachs, of Massachusetts; 
Estaban E. Torres, of California; and 
Paul A. Volcker, of New York. 
The message also announced that 

pursuant to Public Law 94–304, as 

amended by Public Law 99–7, the Chair, 
on behalf of the Vice President, ap-
points the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
CAMPBELL) as Co-Chairman of the Com-
mission on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 96–388, as 
amended by Public Law 97–84, the 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore, appoints the following Sen-
ators to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council— 

the Senator from California (Mrs. 
BOXER); and 

the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
LAUTENBERG). 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 105–389, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic Leader, announces the appoint-
ment of the following citizens to serve 
as members of the First Flight Centen-
nial Federal Advisory Board— 

Peggy Baty, of Ohio; 
Lauch Faircloth, of North Carolina; 

and 
Wilkinson Wright, of Ohio. 
The message also announced that 

pursuant to Public Law 99–498, the 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore, appoints Donald R. Vickers, 
of Vermont, to the Advisory Com-
mittee on Student Financial Assist-
ance for a term ending September 30, 
2001. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 101–509, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Lead-
er, announces the reappointment of C. 
John Sobotka, of Mississippi, to the 
Advisory Committee on the Records of 
Congress. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 105–277, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic 
Leader, announces the appointment of 
the following individuals to serve as 
members of the Parents Advisory 
Council on Youth Drug Abuse— 

Darcy L. Jensen, of South Dakota 
(Representative of Non-Profit Organi-
zation); and 

Dr. Lynn McDonald, of Wisconsin. 
f 

SUPPORT HOUSE JOINT 
RESOLUTION 54 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise proudly in support of House Joint 
Resolution 54, to prohibit the desecra-
tion of the American flag. 

I want to express my sincere thanks 
to my colleagues, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DUKE CUNNINGHAM) and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
JOHN MURTHA), for reintroducing this 
tremendously important piece of legis-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, more than one million 
men and women have sacrificed their 
lives defending this country and the 
freedom that this flag represents, and 
it would be a great dishonor for all of 
us now to turn our backs on those who 
gave so much to protect the American 
flag and what it symbolizes. We must 
fight for them now in protecting the 
symbol of this Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, as a veteran of both the 
Vietnam and Persian Gulf wars, I 
proudly support this legislation, and I 
urge every member of this great, au-
gust body to do the same. 

f 

AN AMERICA THAT TOLERATES 
CAPITAL CRIME WILL CONTINUE 
TO EXPERIENCE IT 
(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, last 
year John William King and two ac-
complices kidnapped James Byrd, Jr. 
They tied Byrd to the back of a pickup 
truck, and they dragged Byrd to his 
death. Byrd’s body was shredded to 
pieces. He was literally decapitated. 

Yesterday, the jury convicted King. 
Today, they decide the sentence. I say 
a capital crime warrants a capital of-
fense and, thus, is a capital punish-
ment sentence. 

An America that tolerates such 
crime will continue to experience it. I 
say the sentence should be very clear 
to all Americans. Good night, sweet 
prince. Let us not tolerate it in Amer-
ica. 

I yield back the air-conditioning, the 
law library, and the three square meals 
to the taxpayers. 

f 

ADMINISTRATION’S CONFUSING 
FOREIGN POLICY 

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, there is 
confusion in the administration’s for-
eign policy. One hand does not know 
what the other hand is doing. 

The first hand has reached into our 
pockets and spent $8 billion to estab-
lish a multi-ethnic country called Bos-
nia. That is $8 billion that was not 
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budgeted and that has shortchanged 
our entire Nation’s defense, placing at 
risk our pilots because we have had to 
reduce needed maintenance on their 
aircraft. 

The other hand is planning to spend 
more unbudgeted money to first bomb 
Serbia and then to send in troops to es-
tablish an ethnic nation called Alba-
nia. One hand wants a multi-ethnic 
country, the other hand wants an eth-
nic country. 

Which is it, Mr. Speaker? What is it 
the administration is after? I think it 
is time we openly debate which hand 
we should shake; otherwise, we will be 
left empty-handed. 

f 

COMPOUND INTEREST AND SOCIAL 
SECURITY 

(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to talk about something we 
will never hear the White House talk 
about: compound interest. 

Compound interest is a simple con-
cept. It makes people rich. In fact, 
compound interest is such a powerful 
force that Einstein once called it the 
most powerful force in the universe. 

Money invested and then reinvested 
grows. And the more it grows, the fast-
er it grows, and at increased rates. 
Money out of our paychecks goes to 
the Social Security Trust Fund and 
does not grow. It is spent. It is not a 
real trust fund. Now, money invested 
in stocks, bonds, mutual funds and 
other investment securities does grow. 

Can anyone on the other side of the 
aisle tell me why the aging of America 
and the coming retirement of the baby 
boomers is a crisis for Social Security 
but not a problem for private sector re-
tirement systems? It could be, as the 
Church Lady says, Satan. Or it could 
be simply a matter of compound inter-
est and no principal. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Social Security represents one of the 
most successful programs ever enacted 
by our government because it guaran-
tees a real retirement security for mil-
lions of Americans. However, recent 
studies show that one-third of the 
young people believe Social Security 
will not be able to provide this same 
guarantee when they reach retirement 
age. 

It is our responsibility to take the 
appropriate steps to ensure that Social 
Security is safe and strong not only for 
my dad, who is 83 years old, but also 
for my generation of baby boomers, for 

the children I have, and also the grand-
children I will have someday. Our 
strong economy gives us an unprece-
dented opportunity to strengthen So-
cial Security without radically chang-
ing it or raising taxes. 

This Congress needs to strengthen it, 
not dismantle it, so that the money is 
there for the people who have paid into 
it. 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF SHOOTDOWN BY 
CASTRO REGIME 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
today marks the third anniversary of 
the callous murder of four innocent ci-
vilians by the Castro regime. 

On a fateful day 3 years ago, Carlos 
Costa, Armando Alejandre, Mario de la 
Pena, and Pablo Morales boarded their 
Brothers to the Rescue planes, as they 
had done so many times before, to 
search the waters off the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Caribbean for Cuban ref-
ugees who risk their lives in makeshift 
rafts in search of freedom and liberty. 

On the afternoon of February 24th, 
1996, the ruthless nature of the Castro 
regime was once again clearly re-
vealed. Like vultures awaiting their 
prey, Cuban Migs circled and hovered 
until they locked on to the frail Cessna 
planes carrying Carlos, Armando, 
Mario and Pablo. 

There would be no out outcry from 
the international community, as the 
strongest resolution obtained from the 
U.N. Human Rights Commission was 
one which only expressed dismay at the 
shootdown; and the Castro regime 
would continue to act with impunity. 

Most recently, in an attempt to si-
lence the independent journalists and 
the opposition leaders, the Castro re-
gime implemented a law which classi-
fied a broad range of activities as ille-
gal and carries a 30-year prison sen-
tence. 

For the sake of those four men, and 
for anyone who is suffering under Cas-
tro’s tyranny, the U.S. cannot appease 
the Castro regime. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF MARY-
LAND KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, as we prepare for the 21st cen-
tury and a new millennium, those of us 
who have the privilege and duty to 
serve as elected officials in Washington 
should recognize a fundamental truth. 
The United States of America’s endur-
ing strength as a Nation depends not 
upon the actions of the Federal Gov-
ernment but upon the hard work and 

contributions that millions of Ameri-
cans undertake on a daily basis to im-
prove their own lives and the lives of 
their families, neighborhoods and com-
munities as individuals and through 
voluntary philanthropic organizations 
such as the Knights of Columbus. 

March 2 marks the 100th anniversary 
of the founding of the Maryland State 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. 

Knights of Columbus have worked 
and continue to work for the better-
ment of their country, States, church, 
community and fellow man through 
personal service and sacrifices. 
Through myriad activities the Knights 
contribute to four simple principles: 
charity, unity, fraternity and patriot-
ism. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask today that all 
Americans join me in saluting the ac-
complishments of the Knights of Co-
lumbus in Maryland. The work of the 
Knights of Columbus and other philan-
thropic organizations represent Amer-
ican ideals in action. 

f 

SAVE AND STRENGTHEN SOCIAL 
SECURITY 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Social Se-
curity was created many years ago, 
back in the days when perjury was con-
sidered a crime. It helped bring peace 
of mind to millions of Americans who 
feared destitution or disability in their 
retirement years. 

Now, Social Security is running 
headlong into fiscal reality that no 
amount of spin or denial or rhetoric 
will change. If reforms are not made, 
the system will renege on its promises 
within a generation. 

The President himself has acknowl-
edged this reality. However, his pro-
posal, announced in the State of the 
Union speech, has a few major prob-
lems, problems so big that Federal Re-
serve Chairman Alan Greenspan has 
spoken out against them. 

One problem is slick accounting. It 
just does not add up. The other major 
problem is the dangerous idea of mak-
ing Uncle Sam the largest investor in 
Wall Street, a huge windfall for lobby-
ists but a deadly strike against retire-
ment security for seniors. 

We must work together, Republicans 
and Democrats, to save and strengthen 
Social Security for current and future 
generations. 

f 

USE BUDGET SURPLUS TO PRO-
TECT SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
MEDICARE 
(Ms. STABENOW asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I 
would rise once again this morning to 
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